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Overview

 What is a surname-study website?
 Their purpose
 Their weakness

 Why a CMS?
 Natural fit to problem
 Viable

 How did you do it?

 So what?
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The Surname-Study Website

“A one-name study is a project researching 
facts about a surname and all the people 
who have held it, as opposed to a particular 
pedigree (the ancestors of one person) or 
descendancy (the descendants of one 
person or couple).”

- The Guild of One-Name Studies



Johnson family history
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Who Creates These Sites?

 Personal family historians
 Professional and certified genealogists

 NOT web designers
 NOT IT guys
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How Are They Used?
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The CMS – A Natural Fit

 Relatively simple
 Free to download
 Easy to install

 Powerful features tractable
 Indexing
 Searching
 Storage
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Kendall Ancestry

 Define content with relevant facets

 Search content using these facets

 Text-search specific content areas









Implementation in Drupal

 Primary modules:
 CCK – common facets across content types
 Views – queries that enable searching and 

auto-linking
 Panels – page frame that enables browsing
 Taxonomy redirect – clean, automatically-

linked lists
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What Genealogy Software Should 
Do
 It should teach us how to research Family History.

 An important part of learning is understanding the related taxonomy.
 Users are exposed to the taxonomy through search menus and browsing.
 The system facilitates coalescence of historical data in a contextual framework.

 It should organize.
 The two vocabularies of the taxonomy form the fundamental organization.

 It should transcribe.
 Abstractions of historical records in the Record Repository include images, 

vocabulary terms, and other essential facets.
 It should cite sources.

 Citations are a facet of the record abstractions.
 It should provide source provenance (origin).

 The current location of the actual record is a facet of the record abstractions.
 It should remember.

 As with every content management system, audit trails, logs, and usage statistics 
are readily available.

 It should share.
 Access privileges can be controlled with fine granularity.
 The configured modules can be rolled together into a ready-to-use module.
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Questions
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