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Home Blog

Welcome to FamilySearch Labs

FamilySearch Labs showcases new family history technologies that aren’t ready for prime time. Your feedback will help us
refine new ideas and bring them to market sooner. Have fun playing with these innovations and send your feedback directly
to our development teams.

The FamilySearch Labs blog has the latest scoop on our current projects.
Current Projects
* Record Search

Record Search helps you identify your ancestors by letting you search millians of
indexed records and by letting you browse images of records that have not yet
heen indexed. Quickly you can begin to uncover information about your ancestors
that may have required days and or weeks of wark.

(requires Adobe Flash Player)

Updated 21 Dec 2007 to version 0.3. Read more about Record Search on the Labs
blog.

Family Tree

The FamilySearch Family Tree is our effort to take the great things we learned from
the Pedigree Viewer and the Life Browser and combine them into a mare
full-featured application. Use the interactive pedigree viewer to see and navigate a
tree and drill down on individuals.

(requires Adobe Flash Player)

s Family Tree Demo Version

o Family Tree for those who who already have a login for new FamilySearch

Updated 3 Mar 2008. Read more about the Family Tree on the Labs blog.

Standard Finder

With Standard Finder you can search for a standardized name, date or place based
on vour innnt The Standard Finder will nreceent the etandarde that will he need in




Focus on the User Experience

Conventional Approach

Actionable user feedback
User 5:23

Feedback

Coding

Labs Approach

Actionable user feedback%
User

Feedback

Coding




Lesson 1:
B See the big
- picture
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Family Padigree

* Yigw all children g ' Benjamin Adams
+ Hide all children 4! Rebecea R Rider +
W £ children 1M
gz 4 Benjamin F Adams
4! Frances P Holmes
¥ 10 children i |
g James Hazvwell Harwood =]
+ Gertrude Flla Adams | g Add or find husband
W Ochildren g | Ml or find wite

Add or find hushand
b LE Grace Emma Adams

Charles H. Adams
1 Ann Eliza Bruce

W 5 children Vi
Willliam Horace Reed i
+/ L3 Mildred Persis Sdams
= ) - 4/ Dester Bruce
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— W Abigail Barnes +
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g Frank Lawyer
- =
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Pedigree Viewer

Pedigree

&' Print

RIN: I1 Generations: 45 Individuals:

File: Lawyers.ged

2108

Q, Last Narne -

Adams, Charles Henry

Jacob Lawyer
Nancy Ellen Standard

N

Charles Henry Adams
Ann Eliza Bruce

| Frank Lawyer
| Martha Frances Adams

e N

Charles Newton Rice

' Arminta "Mintie" Lou May \

| Bert Rice
Irma Bames Frank Thomas Bames

Laura Foote

™

George Lawson Scott

Josephine Streeper Grow \
George Edwin Pay

| Rulon Stephen Scott
| Harriet Lavelle Pay

Annie Sinclair

John Peter Sorensen
Eva Gyllenskog

| Hyrum Peter Sorensen
| Viola Marion Carter White

Emest A. White
Lydia Esteile CARTER

P R L . S

_ B John Lawyer
Mary Cooper

-

John Bamett Standard
Mrs. John Standard

)|

Franklin Ad

ADAMS

< Erank
' Frances Peram Holmes ||

Joel Gilbert Bruce
Martha Ann Goodnough Sm

_ M James (Berg) Franklin Rice
Sarah Jane Howes or Hous

| Thomas Greene May
Amanda Connelly

_ M Thomas Bames
Sarah Augusta Brewster

1 = John Hooker Foote
En'!e!in&_(Ea__utma!_n} Dodge

_ M J0hn Scott
" Ellen Easton

1 Henry Grow
qur Ann Elliott

| Richard Pay
Mary Goble

| Matthew Sinclair
Margaret Shirkie

_ M Peter Emil Sorensen
Anna Marie Jebsen

| Nils Nilsson Gotrik Gyllens
Pemilla Truedsson

M Richard Herman White |}
Sarah Maria Terry

-

R Rider

z Rebecca

| , Dexter Bruce
Abigail Bamnes

| ™ Joseph Snow
Persis GOODNOW

_ B Samuel Rice
Jane ] Patrick

Mary Ferguson

_ M pavid May

. Nancy quer

) = Henry Connelly
Rebecca !lai_r

Salmon Bames
Esther Peck

| B Deodat Brewster
Lois Drury

| ’ George Densmore Foot
Sophia Ann Hooker

| Jonathan Eastman
Phoeba

_ W John Scott
Isabella Fleming

| ™ Stephen Easton
Ann Croft

| ™ William Wiley Howes or Ht

| ’ Eunice HALE

Isaiah Bruce
Mary Bamard

Frederick Bames
Polly Townsend

_| M 1ohn Rice
. Nancy Jane Davis

| | B Jeremiah Patrick
MNancy Marshall

Electious Howes
Sarah "Sallie" Hudson

1 Malachi Ferguson Fergus

|

' MNancy Owens
Thomas Connelly
Susan Joynes

George Washington Blair
Mary Fairchild

Thomas Bames
(Wilcoxson) Esther Wilm:’\

S

{ ’

Benjamin ADAMS
Persis (Perses) POTTER

Thomas HALE
Mary KIMBALL

Samuel Bruce
Betty Whitney

Solomon Bamard
Mary Priest

Jonathan Bames
Dorothy Howe

John Rice
Patsy Flemming

/

N




Lesson 2:
Animate




Don’'t Animate Just to Animate

Download iTunes. Download music.

Join the digital music revolution.
Now for Mac or Windows. &




Animate for Context

[ | George Scott
/  Margaret Hogg
M John Scott
() Isabella Fleming )
M Thomas Croft | M william Allen
| M J0hn Scott " Margaret Allen . Anne Claxton
) Ellen Easton B Stephen Easton ]
. Ann Croft
. George Frederick Grow @ .{: g}a
B = oo - -
_| M George Lawson Scott M Henry Grow MarlBardars ' —
. Josephine Streeper Grow . Mary Riter
= Bartholomew (Bartle) Rig' e TEs
Charlott ia Rosina Kuetterar
|| M Henry Grow = Maria na Ki
) Nancy Ann Elliott
M James Elliott l | Adam Graw
220 (£ 1T ) Ursula Mackh
_ M Richard Pay
1 O Mary
M Richard Pay / || I Thomas Prescott
) Sarah Prescott ) sarah
_ M Richard Pay —
© Mary Goble M willilam GOBLE M sinclair l
' Hamiet JOHNSON ) Mrs. sinclair
| | George Edwin Pay M william Goble
) Annie Sinclair ) Mary Ann Penfold (Ord) || M John Penfold (Ord)
) sarah
| . Joseph Kuetterer
| M 3ohn Sinclair M Young l ) Ursula Maria Schneider
Jean Geddes Mrs. Young
M James Sinclair )
i i nes Youl
@ Margor: S oo | Mot Yourg
rga  Agnes Kennedy J
— | M Edward Shirkie
I Edward Shirkie(Ey) ) Elizabeth Develin
Margaret Barr B
| 30hn Barr B M william Litticjohn l
Agnes Littlejohn ) Grizzel Maxwell



Animate for Context

nsen

. John Lawson Scott
) Minnie Ann Oliver

ll William Douglas Scott

[ Emest Easton Scott
) Laurel Gladys Whitehead

I wiliam Sherman Ferris
Leola Grace Scott

| George Grow Scott
. Lydia Mary Honeysett

M Caniel Hanmer Wells Brighton |

Josephine Scott

B Albert Adis Scott
. Ivy Alice Teasdale

M Rulon Stephen Scott
. Harriet Lavelle Pay

l . Henry Grow
l | Joseph Smith Grow

l | Hyrum Smith Grow

l. Mary Ann Grow

l. Sarah Ann Grow

l. Emeline Kesler Grow

l. George Leo Grow

i \\ M George Lawson Scott

. Josephine Streeper Grow B

l. Catherine Grow
l. Barbara Grow
l. Charlotte Grow
l. Mary (Maria) Grow

l. John Wood Grow

l. Elizabeth Grow

[~ . Henry Grow

) Nancy Ann Elliatt

l M 1ohann George Grow

l. Anna Maria Grow

l | George Frederick Grow
l. Maria Catherine Grow
l | Joseph Grow

l M pavid Grow

l M conrad Grow

l. Jacob Grow

\ M Henry Grow
[

Mary Riter

l. Regina Margaretha Graw I

l. Rosina Catherina Graw

| George Frederick Grow
) Maria Barbara
l. Rosina Margareta Graw
l M Enrenreich Ludwig Graw
l. Regina Ursula Graw

l | George Adam Graw

l M Johann Joseph Graw

-

| | Georg Graw
Maria Rosina Kuetterer

0



Animate for Context

Note to self:
Demo pedigree viewer transition here.



Lesson 3:
Targeted help




Subway Makes it Easy




If Subway was an application...
=10l x|

: Bread Meat Cheese Veggies Condiments Chips Drinks

NEBR SR ITEHEH| & 2m T 5 O s %_jj_@gg.@q 175% - @ | Jikead B Marmal 12 | B |iZ = & | W, %
'-E"'f"'}"'{"'%"'{'"?'"{"'?"'[%Gettingﬁtarted T X
o i NG
) Subway Online
: .
for american cheese?
Do you accept coupons?
. ; ;
for later?
Mare, ..
Search for:

| 1>

Example: "




Just In Time — Just Enough

B Jared CARTER
" Lydia AMES

B 1thamer AMES
' Hannah CLARK

Rulon £ Click the mouse button and
Harrie' drag the pedigree to view

@ sections you can't see.

4 1af8Tips




Lesson 4.
If you build it
they will print It
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CH.LABS Home Pedigree

[

File: LawyerS.ged RIN: I1 Generations: 45 Individuals: 2108 Q, Last Mame =




%9 FamilySearch: Family Tree {Technology Preview) - Mozilla Firefox 8] x|

File Edit Wiew History Bookmarks Tools  Help

¢| - > - @ 3 /IJ} |"’§“’ hiktp: fflabs. Farilysearch.orgfiter ation1 1 fMain. bl

el AN - [ o

m' =/

[ amail - Inbox (79) - eatsikeshuman@, ., [ “% FamilySearch: Family Tree {Tech... Q ] -

Send us Feedback | Help Center | Conditions of Use | Privacy Palicy Daniel Craig Lawyer | Sign Out p

FAMI L%SEARCH.

F‘\MlLY TREE i _,‘ Search

D
KF#4-WEL
KHSF-SLx
KES7-YDE

KMOQE-ECE
KFRH-TM4
KADE-B3Y
EHHY-EBW4
KF¥1-CHS
KF3R-445
KFKE-GYW
KFEW-ZKC
KFKE-GYW
KFEW-ZKC
KFSR-4%5
KFEW-ZKC
KF¥1-ChS
KF2W-2KC
KGDK-BM3
KM 4B-CME
KMACF-KGE
KMWZD-AYE
KZZD-BC]
KZLE-CQFK
KETW-MSY
EMWO-456
KZ7C-LCE
KFS4-:13
KMSS-6WW3
KMACF-EGD

First Name
Chatles H
Benjamin
Benjamin F
Mattha Frances
Moah

Irma

Federick
Joseph

Ann Eliza

Joel G
Antepast

Joel G
Antepast

Ann Eliza
Antepast
Joseph
Antepask
David Anthony
Kimbetly Ann
Jaohin

Jaohin Smith
Kassie

Annie May
Mary

Joanna
Frances P
Jeddizh
Darakh

Mary Elizabeth

Last Name
Adams
Adams
Adams
Adams
Barnes
Earnes
Barns
Bruce
Bruce
Bruce
Bruce
Bruce
Bruce
Bruce
Bruce
Bruce
Eruce
Canley
Canley
Canley
Canley
Coopet
Eave
Enfe
Getchell
Holmes
Haow
Howe

Lancaster

Birth Date

20 February 1846
5 September 1736
Z1 July 1812

1Z February 1884
about 1692

3 July 1597

L7 July 1768

4 December 1726
29 December 1549
about 1515

16 October 1753
about 1515

16 October 1753
29 December 1349
16 Cctober 1753
4 December 1726
16 October 1753

23 September 1917
11 December 1877
28 December 1304
26 March 1597
about 1779

22 May 1695
about 1516

1701

S August 1741

7 May 1919

Birth Place

‘West Brookfield, Wrestr, Mssc
Brookfield, Worcester, Mass,
Brookfield, Worcester, Massachusetts
Milwaukee, Miwkee, Wson
Brookfield, Worcester, Mass
Woodstock, McHRry, Tlin.

Morth Brookfield, Worcester, Mass,
Marlboro,Middlese:x, Massachusetts
West Brookfield, Wrestr,, Mssc,

of Brookfield,, Ma

‘Westboro, Worcester, Massachusetts
of Brookfield,, Ma

‘Westboro, Worcester, Massachusetts
‘West Brookfield, WWrestr,, Mssc,
Westboro, Worcester, Massachusetts
Marlboro,Middlesex, Massachusetts
Westhora, Worcester, Massachusatts

marshall texas

Marshall, Harrisan, Texas
West Liberty, Morgan, Kentucks:
aof Eldarado Twp., McDonough, I

Gary, Texas

Amesbury, Mass,

of Morth Brookfield, Wrostr, Mssc

Westboro, Worcester, Mass,

Longview, Gregq, Texas

() Irma Barnes

summary

Name:

l Irma Barnes

Gender:

l Female

Birth:

8 July 1897
Woodstock, McHnry, Ilin.

Christening:

I

Death:
l 2 Augusk 1974

Burial:

l

Person ID:  KEDX-E3Y

Q. More Detais




%3 FamilySearch: Family Tree {Technology Preview) - Mozilla Firefox - |E |5|

File Edit ‘“iew History Bookmarks Tools  Help

@ - :> - @ \,_’/ Ql' |"§& http:fflabs.Familysearch.orgfiteration 1 fMain. hktmld |7| B] m - |-|G00gle |k—gl
), S
- [+ amail - Inbox (80) - eatshkeshuman@... [ "@ FamilySearch: Family Tree (Tech... E l (=
%&g Send us Feedback | Help Center | Conditions of Use | Privacy Palicy Daniel Craig Lawyer | Sign Qut p
FAMILYSEARCH. §

FAMILY TREE | ¥ Tree (4 search
Gideon Standard il Person ID: KX17-319

All Facts and Events

+Basic Facts and Events Show All  Hide All

» Name (Z)
Gideon Standard

| Gender (1)

Male

¥ Birth (7)
1800
Of, Pond River Yalley, Todd, Kentucky
All Opinions

1500
Of, Pond River ¥alley, Todd, Kentucky

)1 September 1500
Elkton, kentucky

)1 September 1500
Pond River Valley, Todd, Kentuck:

)1 September 1500
Todd, Kentucky

) 1 September 1500
Elkton,, Kenkucky

)1 September 1500
Elkton, , Kentucky, LSA

) 5 Seprember 1560
Industry, McDonough, TL

Christening

j Death (z)
25 January 1866

Burial

Other Names

Other Events

B Daniel Craig Lawyer ® Gideon Standard



¥ FamilySearch Labs x Life Browser - Mozilla Firefox - |ﬁl |£|

File Edit ‘“iew History Bookmarks Tools  Help

'<‘: - - @ ﬁ %% http:fflabs.Familysearch.orgflifebrowser] v B < @' Google g
[ Gmail - Inbox (80) - eatslikeshuman@. .. ‘" FamilySearch Labs : Life Browser Q -

&%ﬁ‘ o 2 Deodat Brewster =

Home (1 -1 ] Feedback

@ ‘7_\@ Q Magnify __'/ Notes * Download j Print

(2] e | a |

Type: | photo v

a Add Artifact 21 Aptifacts

spey O

Ia)smaug Jepoad e

-

1830 US Census
1380 US Census

Ismag g Jo souapissy (K

Constable Brewster
List of selectment an...

@ Deodat Brewster and...
L 4 The picure is of two p...

Deodat Brewster Obi...
Deodat's obhituary rec..

Deodat’'s Signature
Sigrnature from Deoda,..

East Pittsford Dam
Panoramic photo of £,

General Store Ledger
Deodat's sccount at t.,

Genewa Township Pla...
1857 Plat map of Gen...

Lake Genewva
Panaoramic photo of L.,

Lig Life Sketch of Deodat...
A brief overview of th...

bﬁji Residence of D. Brew... |~
it Sketch of the Brawste..,

Township Map of Wisc... I E 2 -

Township Map of Wisc. . " ._ W Deodat's house in 1873

Walworth County Wis...
Map of Walwarth Saou..,

Who names their kid ... =| Artifact Details + E 7 Edit
Type: Phota Date: 1873

Yerkes Observatory Titde: Reszidence of D, Brewster
FPhota of verkes CObse...

Place: Genevs, Walworth, Wisconsin, LUSa

Descrption: Sketch of the Brewster residence taken from the Combination Atlas

People:
Map of Wisconsin published in 1873




Lesson 5:

Images are
universally
Interesting




Conventional View of an Ancestor

< Deodat Brewster (1789-1881) 4

- Surrrmary
Details
LDS Ordinances
| Time Line
- T

Parents and
Siblings

Spouses and
Children

Possible Duplicates

To see mare information about an event, including the contributor and source, click the event.

Person identifier: KbDD-LQOF

Name Information

Name: Deodat Brewster

Deodott Brewster

Gender Information

Gender: Male

Event Information

Birth: about 1789
Connecticut, US4

1 February 1789
Lebanon Mew London Conneticut

about 1800
Of, Wisconsin, USA

Death: 28 October 1881

28 Qctober 1581
Geneva, Walworth Wisocnsing USA

[Date and place not provided]

» Add information | |27 Individual notes | <8 Individual saurces | [ Combined recards

Edit

Edit

Edit

Contributors
Multiple

FamilySearch Extraction Program

Contributors

Multiple

Contributors

Multiple

Multiple

Multiple

Multiple

Multiple

Multiple



Rich View of an Ancestor

Details

Nanme:

Birth:

Death:

Gender:

.f’ Edit

Deadat Brewster

|_J) Fernale (=) Male () Unknown

Abt 1759

Connecticut, US5A

28 oct 18281

Geneva, Walworth, Wisconsin, USA

2 Evidences

Mo Evidence!

1 Evidence

1 Evidence
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- Lesson 6:
. Feedback




Maximize Opportunities for
Feedback

Conventional Approach

Actionable user feedback
User 5:23

Feedback

Coding

Labs Approach

Actionable user feedback%
User

Feedback

Coding




Range of Feedback

2,000

L
._..-ﬂl‘—'-l-.—-l—_.-—i-—‘.—"-—."-.‘h‘ ——-..-l'l""'"‘h.,.ﬂ“"_- --.‘—.—"—'".—.\.#.
L ]

=@= Yizitors

2,000

M.'_-'-—._-
1,000

[February 11, 2008 [ February 18, 2008 [ February 25, 2008 [ March 3, 2008

21,244 people visited this site

T 46,147 visits

R

21,244 Ahsolute Unigue Visitors

T 36.60% Hew visits




Lesson 7/:
Iterate Iin high
fidelity




B Deodat Brewster Dpetails

Mary 5. Brewster

Bom: Abt 1759

B cerman Franklin Brewster

Conneckicut, USA

Died: 25 Oct 1881

Sarah Augusta Brewster

Lois Drury
Marvied: 2 Jul 1812

B Eliza €. Brewster
-

Life Sketch

Deodat Brewster and hizs wife Laiz Drury Brewster seerm to
have mowved from Pittsford, Rutland, Werrnont to Geneva,
wWalworth Wisconsin sormetime around 1337, They had four
krnown children

Mary S, Brewster b, Feb 1816 Serrman Franklin Brewster b,
27 Feb 1320 Sarah Augusta Brewster b, 11 oct 1524 Eliza
Z. Brewster b, Jun 1227

Ceodat is a direct-line ancestor of Elder Williarm Brewster of
the Mayflower.

I've been tracing the descendants of Deadat Brewster and
Laois Drury, Here are copies of artifacks I've found about
thiz farmily.

Edit...

Genewa, Walwaorth, Wisconsin, USa

Artifacts

W

Feedback

e [l David Brewster
Lucretia Smith

B Add father
Add mother

Residence of D. Brewster

Sketch of the Brewster residence taken from
the Combination Atlas Map of Wiscansin
published in 1373

Deodat Brewster Obituary

Deodat's obituary received from an inguiry to
the Walworth County Genealogical Society,

Deodat Brewster and Lois [Drury) Brewster

The picture is of two painted partraits of
Deodat and his wife Lois, Photos were taken
of each portrait and then spliced together,

See all 23 artfacts...




i # George Eliis Crosby ,
(15900 - 1991)

. George Lorenzo Crosby
B John Harris Crosby
B Living

B Living

Parsonal Information for George Ellis Crosby &

TAIE I5 4 FIZTWRE OF TES BANER RENE AN
MARY AMH { MELLIE]

BON GEEREE ELL.
FACHE Call ® THE STTE IS

B George Ellis Crosby
Born: 14 Jun 1500
Crosby Crossing, Apache, Arizona, USA
Died: 12 Jul 1991
Mesa, Maricopa, Arizona, USA
Florence Leoma Greer v
Married: 27 Dec 1322

STREE 4303 PaSTHAZ T 4D Ei§ WIFE

ERWSHY THEY WERE LIV1%G msas W1, A% THEIR
HAS BRER NERE lach.JUAE 1900, THI cn W

ML MLACK RIVER IN
W WA A CENSBY CANSSING, A PV WILES FEAM §ig

B Lorenzo (Ren) Crosby

] =

Feaedback Help

Profile

|7 Edit Person

ﬁg View Padigree
Eﬁ‘ View Descendancy
(® Add Artifact

Mary Ann [Mollie) Wiltbank

John Harris Greer

Orpha Elzetta Nicoll EF Send Person

Bl Gallery et44¢ Timeline

Birthplace of George Crosby

Date: early 1300's

Place: Crosby Cro g. Apache, Arizona, USA

Crosby Crossing, Ren and Meollie's ranch in the White
Mountains south of Eagar near Big and Crescent Lakes. Their
cabin, all store, and outbuildings are visible in draw on
left. This is where George Ellis Crosby was born.
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. Lesson 3:
- It’s cheap






Argentina
Visits: 1,447




45 cities In one month



324 cities in one year



Lesson 9:
Faill early




Fall Early with REAL Users

Conventional Approach

Feedback

Coding







Thanks!

Jason Butterfield, Joe Martel & Judy Rice

Record Search Team
—amily Tree Team
Research Wikl Team
Standards Team
Indexing Team
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