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The Genealogy Software Community

ÅPeople who use genealogy software

ðPersonal Family Historians

ðProfessional Genealogists

ðCertified Genealogists

ÅPeople who create & sell genealogy 

software

ðSoftware Developers

ðDesigners ðgraphic, UI, IxD, UX, HCI

ðBusiness ðanalyst, manager, CEO



How do we learn to do Family History?

ÅFriend or Mentor

ÅBooks

ÅCourses

ÅThe software we use



Genealogy Software c. 1991

Source: Personal Ancestral File 2.2
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1. Genealogical Proof Standard

ÅThe Board for Certification of Genealogists

ÅAvailable since 1997

ÅNot just for Certified Genealogists

ÅHelps us

ðCome as close to the truth as possible

ðNavigate the research process

ðBuild a solid foundation for future research

ðOvercome brick walls

ðArrive at conclusions we couldnõt before

ðGives credibility to our research

ÅAllows us to research, not re -search



Steps of the GPS

Åa reasonably exhaustive search; 

Åcomplete and accurate source citations; 

Åanalysis and correlation of the collected 

information; 

Åresolution of any conflicting evidence; and 

Åa soundly reasoned, coherently written 

conclusion.



Genealogy Research Process Map



2. Organize

Source: Photoshop Elements 6

Albums

Tags

Stacks



Organizer Views & Timelines

Source: Photoshop Elements 6

Group by

ÅSource Type

ÅSurname

ÅFamily

Source date on timeline



3. Transcribe



Highlight & Annotate

Source: FamilySearch Indexing, Footnote


