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Duplicates are confusing 



Duplicates and New Users 

�  Many users will give up when they are warned: 
�  “Merging is a complex process in which you decide if 

two people are the same person. If they are, you 
choose which information should be kept. Please take 
the time necessary to carefully review each possible 
duplicate.” 

�  There are few hints provided about which 
individuals should be merged. 

�  This problem becomes more difficult as additional 
sources are added to familysearch 



A Modest Proposal 

�  Automatically search through source records to 
determine the frequency of the duplicate name and 
the likelihood that the individuals are duplicates. 

�  Provide the user with guidance as to which fields 
are likely to be correct in each of the duplicates.  The 
presence of source documents and corroborating 
evidence could provide this likelihood 

�  Let the software determine the most likely 
resolution and allow the user to approve the merge. 



Using likelihoods 

�  Given original source data from census, marriage 
and death records, build the most likely tree 
automatically. 

�  Allow users to approve auto-built branches and 
incorporate them into the tree. 


