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Concept #1 of 3

Q:  What Do You See In Common?

 Roots Magic  Personal Ancestral File (PAF)



A: You are entering data onto fixed forms

 You enter field by field 

(simple but tedious)

 You can only enter what they allow you to enter 

(restrictive)

 Data is on tabbed sheets 

(you can’t see everything at once)

 To see all you data, you need to generate a report

(and even then it might not show you ALL your data)

 You cannot correct your data on the report

(you must go back to your forms, correct it, and regenerate report)



Behold’s concept: Like a Word Processor
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Storing Data

 GEDCOM

(the original record-based design)

 Relational Databases

(SQLite seems to be becoming dominant)

 NoSQL Designs

(Taking over … except in genealogy for some reason)

(Structureless, can be JSON-based, big data, distributable)
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Application Programming Interface (API)

 Allows 3rd parties to write utilities to access your data

(Used extensively on the web)

 FamilySearch has its own API

(Free for all to make use of – Over 100 apps written by 3rd parties)

 The FamilySearch API itself is Open

(No one else has taken advantage of this yet)


