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ADDING INSTRUCTIONAL 
TO EXPERIENTIAL



Research in1930s Georgia

Research in
1850s Scotland

Research in
1890s Germany

Research in

1780s Sweden

Research in1820s New Jersey



PROBLEM SOLVING AND COLLABORATION



FROM RECORD HINTS 
TO RESEARCH HINTS



EXAMPLE
Nineteenth-century Britain



“Other Information” and 
“Sources” included 

1871 & 1891 censuses

He will also be in the 1841, 1851, 1881 censuses



Missing the 1841 and 1881 censuses



Research hint:
James Horn should appear in additional census records. 
Try searching the 1841, 1851, and 1881 censuses. 

Expanded research hint:
To learn more about census record content and coverage, 
see [hyperlink to UK National Archives, FamilySearch 
Wiki, or similar].



Research hint:
In addition to census records, James’s marriage and 
death records will appear in civil registration (vital 
record) indexes.

To learn more about civil registration click:
• Coverage and content
• Search strategies
• Accessing the records



Research hint:
If James belonged to the Church of England (the state church most people 
belonged to) his baptism, marriage, and burial should appear indexes/digital 
collections.

To learn more about Church of England records click here.

Note:
If James does not appear in C of E records, he might have been a 
Nonconformist. To learn more about the records and online indexes, click here.



LAYERED LEARNING
Example: 
Marriage records vs. 
marriage bonds and allegations or banns



WHAT IF THERE ARE NO EASY HINTS OR 
RESEARCH ANSWERS?



FROM RESEARCH HINTS 
TO ANALYSIS HINTS



FOR EXAMPLE, WHAT IF SEARCHING 
CHURCH RECORDS FOR JAMES HORN 
REVEALED TWO POSSIBLE MATCHES? 



WHICH JAMES HORN?
•Born 1835
•Bozeat, Northants
•Father: Jos. or Jas?
•Mother: Winifred

•Born 1835
•Bozeat, Northants
•Father: Joseph
•Mother: Winnie or 
Minnie?



Analysis Hint
•Which one of these is the best match for all the census info 

you’ve discovered so far?
•Are the parents’ names a match?
• Is the father’s occupation a match?
• Is the residence a match?
• In other words, analysis hints to teach users to notice 

details in each record beyond name, date, and 
relationship.
•Additional hints could ask similar questions about whether 

it matches other records’ details
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