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The Census Tree
● We use machine learning to link individuals across census records from 1900 to 

1940
● We have linked 102 million of the 188 million individuals living in the US during 

this time
● This provides unique opportunities to find record hints and grow the FamilyTree



Finding Record Hints 
● We use the public FamilySearch API to determine if a census record is attached to 

a PID on the FamilyTree
● If an individual is linked to multiple records in the Census Tree but not all 

records are attached to a PID, we use this to create record hints
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Using Customized Hints
● Community Reconstruction

○ Laredo, Texas
○ Everett, Washington

● Tree Extending Hints



Custom Hints App
● Surname Search
● County Search
● bit.ly/custom-hints

http://bit.ly/custom-hints


Impact
The Customized Hints app provides users with:

● Discovery experiences
● An easy way to find sources
● A direct way to grow the FamilyTree


