
Finding Fake People in the 
United States Census

ALLEN OTTERSTROM

BYU RECORD LINKING LAB



Questions 
 Are there “fake people” in the United States Census?

 How do we find these “fake people”?

 Why is this important?



Method: 
1. Compare 1920 Census to 1910 

Census to find the match rate per 
sheet 

2. Use FamilySearch and Ancestry 
data to find demographic, ethnic 
and economic information 

3. Run an OLS regression of match 
rate on that information



Residuals
• These residuals are found by making a 

prediction of the match rate using the 
results of the regression and then 
subtracting that prediction from the actual 
match rate

• Sheets with a residual closest to -1 are 
most likely where the potential fake 
people are


