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Data
• R.L. Polk city directories, business and alphabetical
• Demographic survey for automotive and insurance 

companies
• Rochester, NY (1879-2000)
• Available in most major cities



Alphabetical
Family Name

Given Name

Spouse

Occupation Employer

Address Homeownership

Also included in dataset but not shown:
- Race (select locations and early time 
periods only)
- Military Branch of involvement
- Resident location if not in Rochester

1979 Rochester, NY



Business
1979 Rochester, NY

Address
Municipality

Business Category
Business Name

Also included in dataset but not 
shown:
- Professionals 
- executive leadership
- Number of employees



- Text segmented and read via OCR

- Text easily parsed through regular expressions

- Current process is ~13 seconds/page (compared to 

some 10-15 minutes/page to index manually)



Advantages and 
Impact
• Fast unsupervised 

indexing
• A treasure trove of data 

not included in census 
records 
• Race (some locations)
• Employer 
• Searchable address 

information
• Tracks individuals and 

businesses across time


